
04/12/24, 12:34

Page 1 of 11about:blank

DOCUMENT ID
US 20220322819 A1

DATE
PUBLISHED
2022-10-13

INVENTOR INFORMATION
NAME CITY STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY
Fifield; Bruce Eric Milan N/A N/A IT
Knox; Christopher James Milan N/A N/A IT
Biasi Burzichelli; Daniela Sol Varese N/A N/A IT
DeVriendt; John Beloved Bowling

Green
OH N/A US
Golichowski; Gary Donald Russia

OH N/A US

ASSIGNEE INFORMATION
NAME
BioFit Engineered Products,
Inc.

CITY
Bowling
Green

STATE
OH

ZIP CODE
N/A

COUNTRY
US

TYPE CODE
02

APPLICATION NO
17/713335

DATE FILED
2022-04-05

CPC CURRENT
TYPE CPC DATE
CPCI A 47 B 83/023 2017-08-01
CPCI A 47 B 3/14 2013-01-01
CPCA A 47 B 2003/145 2013-01-01
CPCA A 47 B 7/02 2013-01-01
CPCA A 47 B 87/002 2013-01-01

BOOTH

DOMESTIC PRIORITY (CONTINUITY DATA)
us-provisional-application US 63171817 20210407

US CLASS CURRENT:

1/1

KWIC Hits

https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A.html
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A.html#A47
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html#A47B83/00
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html#A47B83/023
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A.html
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A.html#A47
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html#A47B3/00
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html#A47B3/14
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A.html
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A.html#A47
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html#A47B2003/00
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html#A47B2003/145
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A.html
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A.html#A47
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html#A47B7/00
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html#A47B7/02
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A.html
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A.html#A47
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html#A47B87/00
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/html/cpc-A47B.html#A47B87/002
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/uspc001/sched001.htm
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/uspc001/sched001.htm#C001S01000


04/12/24, 12:34

Page 2 of 11about:blank

Abstract

The booth has a base and a table is pivotably connected to the base. The table is movable from
a stored positioned adjacent the base an in-use position where the table is positioned
substantially perpendicular to the base. At least one bench is pivotably connected to the base.
The at least one bench is movable from a stored position adjacent the base, an in-use position
that is substantially perpendicular to the base. A support leg is pivotably connected to the table
and to the at least one bench. The support leg is disposed to extend in a direction perpendicular
to the table and the at least one bench when the table and at least one bench are in the in-use
position.

Background/Summary

CROSS-REFERENCE

[0001] The present patent application is based upon and claims the benefit of provisional patent
No. 63/171,817, filed Apr. 7, 2021.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The invention is directed to a booth having a table and at least one bench positioned
adjacent to the table. The booth is designed to be used in seating arrangements such as a
cafeteria or other uses where people want to sit adjacent to a table. Prior booth applications
have generally utilized fixed benches that are positioned adjacent the table surface. The prior
booths take up a significant area of space and are not easily moved or stored if it is desirable to
reconfigure the space where the booths are located. The table and bench of the present
invention are pivotably connected to a back panel and/or base frame can be positioned to be
adjacent the back panel when the booth is not in use. The back panel and/or base frame is
supported on casters to allow the booth to be easily moved when the booth is in the storage
position. This configuration for the booth increases the flexibility of the uses that can be made
for the booth and the space where the booth is located.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] The booth has a base and a table is pivotably connected to the base. The table is
movable from a stored positioned adjacent the base an in-use position where the table is
positioned substantially perpendicular to the base. At least one bench is pivotably connected to
the base. The at least one bench is movable from a stored position adjacent the base, an in-use
position that is substantially perpendicular to the base. A support leg is pivotably connected to
the table and to the at least one bench. The support leg is disposed to extend in a direction
perpendicular to the table and the at least one bench when the table and at least one bench are
in the in-use position.

Description

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0004] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the booth of the present invention.

[0005] FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the base frame.

[0006] FIG. 3 is a partial perspective view of the booth.
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[0007] FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the booth in the storage position.

[0008] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the booth in a partially folded position.

[0009] FIG. 6 is a bottom view of the booth of the present invention.

[0010] FIG. 7 is a top view of a plurality of booths in a stored position.

[0011] FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a plurality of booths in the stored position.

[0012] FIG. 9 is a perspective view of booths of the present invention disposed in a back-to-back
arrangement.

[0013] FIG. 10 is a bottom view of a pair of booths oriented in a back-to-back arrangement.

[0014] FIG. 11 is a perspective view of an alternative for the base frame and back panel of the
booth.

[0015] FIG. 12 perspective view of the base frame with the back panel as shown in FIG. 11.

[0016] FIG. 13 is a perspective view of another arrangement that can be utilized for the
seatbacks of the booth.

[0017] FIG. 14 is a perspective view of the booth of FIG. 13 in the storage position.

[0018] FIG. 15 is a perspective view of an alternative configuration for the booth.

[0019] FIG. 16 is a perspective view of the booth of FIG. 15 in the storage position.

[0020] FIG. 17 is a perspective view of an alternative configuration for the booth.

[0021] FIG. 18 is a perspective view of the booth of FIG. 17 in the storage position.

[0022] FIG. 19 is a side elevation view of the booth of FIG. 17.

[0023] FIG. 20 is a side elevation view of the booth of FIG. 19 in a partially folded position.

[0024] FIG. 21 is a perspective view of the booth of FIG. 19.

[0025] FIG. 22 is a perspective view of another feature of the booth.

[0026] FIG. 23 is a perspective of the booth of FIG. 22.

[0027] FIG. 24 is a partial perspective view of features of the booth.

[0028] FIG. 25 is a perspective view of the booth.

[0029] FIG. 26 is a perspective view of an alternative configuration of the booth in the stored
position.

[0030] FIG. 27 is a perspective view of the booth of FIG. 26 in the deployed position.

[0031] FIG. 28 is a perspective view of an alternative configuration of the booth in the deployed



04/12/24, 12:34

Page 4 of 11about:blank

position.

[0032] FIG. 29 is a perspective view of the booth of FIG. 28 in the stored position.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0033] The patent application of the present invention is directed to a booth that can be used for
a variety of applications. The booth has a table, at least one seat and a base. The booth is
designed so that it can be folded to a stored position when not in use. The features of the
invention will be more readily understood by referring to the attached drawings in combination
with the following description.

[0034] The booth 5, as shown in FIGS. 1-6, has a base 7. One option for the base is a base
frame 9 having a top member 11, bottom member 13 and side members 15. The side members
15 are connected to the top member and bottom member. The top member is disposed to be
substantially parallel with the bottom member and the side members are disposed to be in
substantially parallel relationship. In most applications the top, bottom and side members are
made of a tubular metal material such as steel or aluminum or cast aluminum, although other
materials can be utilized if desired. A stabilization leg 17 is connected to each of the side
members 15 at a positioned adjacent the bottom member 13. The stabilization legs are usually
made of a tubular metal material such as steel or aluminum or cast aluminum, although other
materials and non-tubular shapes can be utilized. Each stabilization leg has a first portion 18
that extends in a direction substantially perpendicular to the side leg and a second portion 19
that extends in the opposite direction substantially perpendicular to the side leg.

[0035] A back panel 21 is secured to the top member, bottom member, and side members on
one side of the base frame 9. The back panel is usually made of a MDF board, particle board or
wood, although other suitable materials can be used. A fabric or upholstered material can be
placed on the back panel to assist in noise reduction. A white board can also be positioned on
the back panel to allow users of the booth to display information on the back panel. In most
applications, the back panel has a width and height that is greater than the width and height of
the base frame, however, if desired the height and width of the panel can be the same as or less
than that of the frame. The width of the base frame 9 is the distance between the side members
15 and the height of the base frame is the distance between the top member and bottom
member. The width and height of the back panel 21 are taken in the same direction as the width
and height for the base frame 9. In some applications the back panel is mounted in an offset
orientation with respect to the base frame 9. The centerline 23 of the back panel is displaced
from about 0.75 of an inch to about 5 inches from the centerline 25 of the base frame 9. The first
surface 27 of the back panel is spaced apart from the base frame 9. As show in in FIG. 2, it is
also possible to position one of the stabilization legs 17 in an offset position with respect to the
centerline of the base frame 9. The stabilization leg on the left side of this figure is positioned in
the offset position. The stabilization leg is offset from about 0.75 of an inch to about 5 inches
from the position of the other stabilization leg's orientation with respect to the centerline of the
base frame. Only one stabilization leg 17 needs to be positioned in this offset manner.

[0036] A table hinge 31 is positioned on the first surface 27 of the back panel and/or base frame.
The table hinge is secured to the back panel and may also be secured to a support element on
the base frame as shown and described in FIGS. 11 and 12 later in the description. The support
element is connected to the top, bottom and/or side member of the base frame. A first end 35 of
a table 37 is secured to the table hinge on the back panel and/or base frame. The table hinge 31
is disposed to allow the table to move from a storage position where the first side 39 of the table
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is positioned adjacent the back panel 21 and a use position where the table is positioned in a
substantially perpendicular orientation to the first surface 27 of the back panel.

[0037] A bench hinge 41 is positioned on the first surface 27 of the back panel 21 and/or base
frame on opposite sides of the table hinge 31. The bench hinges are secured to the back panel
and may also be secured to a support element on the base frame. The support element is
connected to the top, bottom and/or side members of the base frame as shown and described in
FIGS. 11 and 12 later in the description. A first end 43 of a bench 45 is secured to each of the
bench hinges. The bench hinges are disposed to allow the bench to move from a storage
position where the first side 47 of the bench is positioned adjacent the first surface 27 of the
back panel and/or base frame and a use position where the bench is positioned in a
substantially perpendicular orientation to the first surface of the back panel.

[0038] A seatback 51 can be pivotably secured to a first edge 53 of each bench by at least one
seat back hinge 55. The seatback hinge 55 is disposed to allow the seatback to move from a
storage position where the first side 57 of the seatback is adjacent the first side 47 of the bench
45 and a use position where the first side of the seatback is positioned in a substantially
perpendicular orientation to the first side of the bench. The table, at least one bench and
seatback are disposed in a substantially vertical orientation when in the stored position and a
substantially horizontal orientation when in the use position. In some applications, the seatback
may not be used and is not attached to the bench.

[0039] A support leg 65 is pivotably connected to the second side 40 of the table 37 and the
second side 48 of the bench 45. The support leg is connected to a part of the table and benches
that is spaced apart from where the table and benches are pivotably connected to the back
panel. The support leg has a base 67, a table leg 69 that is operatively connected to the table
and a bench leg 71 that is operatively connected to each of the benches. As shown in FIGS. 22
and 23 the bench legs 71 are able to be connected/disconnected at the junction 66 in support
leg 65 via a locking mechanism 66. Disengaging either of the bench legs 71 facilitates
deployment of one bench 45 and table 37 to a use position where the one bench and table are
positioned in a substantially perpendicular orientation to the first surface of the back panel. The
other non-deployed bench 45 and seatback 51 remain stored in a substantially vertical
orientation. This configuration allows wheelchair access to the booth pursuant to ADA
requirements. A pivot member 73 extends from the bench leg along the second side 48 of the
benches. The benches are pivotably connected to the pivot member by a bracket 74 or other
suitable device. The support leg has a base 67 that is connected to the table leg and the bench
leg. The base is spaced apart from where the support leg is pivotably connected to the table and
the bench. The support leg is designed so that it can be moved from a storage position where
the support leg is adjacent the second side of the table and benches and a use position where
the support leg is positioned substantially perpendicular to the second side of the table and
benches. An extension 75 of the bench leg 71 extends beyond the bench 45 in a direction
towards the table 37. The extension 75 is disposed to engage the second side 58 of the
seatback 51 when the seatback is in the use position. A flange 79 is positioned on the back
panel 21 or the base frame 9 adjacent each seat back 51 and extends in a direction that is
substantially perpendicular to the first surface 27 of the back panel. The flanges 79 are disposed
to engage the second side 58 of a seatback 51 when the seatbacks are in the use position. The
extension 75 and the flanges 79 are disposed to be in substantial alignment so that each device
will maintain the seatback 51 in the proper use position.

[0040] The stabilization leg 17 has a first portion 18 that extends in a direction towards the table
37 and a second portion 19 that extends in a direction away from the table when the table is in
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the in-use position. The first portion of the stabilization leg has a length that is from about 30
percent to about 90 percent of the length of the table. The second portion of the stabilization leg
has a length from about 20 percent to about 60 percent of the length of the table. The first
portion of the stabilization leg is positioned at an angle A from about 55 degrees to about 90
degrees with a plane defined by the back panel. The second portion is positioned at an angle B
from about 55 degrees to about 90 degrees with a plane defined by the back panel. The
stabilization legs on opposite sides of the base frame 9 are positioned in a non-parallel
relationship. In most applications, the first portion 18 extends in a direction away from the center
line 23 of the back panel 21 and the second portion 19 extends in a direction towards the center
line of the back panel. One of the stabilization legs 17 is usually positioned in an offset position
with respect to the centerline of the base frame. This has the stabilization legs on opposite sides
of the base frame spaced different distances from the centerline of the base frame. This unique
positioning for the stabilization legs facilitates the positioning of the booths in a back to back
relationship (see FIG. 9) and the nested for storage position without interference of the
stabilization legs. A caster 20 is positioned on the end of the first and second portions that are
spaced apart from the side members 15. The casters allow the booth 5 to easily be moved in
the table and benches are in the stored position. A brake mechanism can be included on any of
the casters to prevent the booth from moving when the booth is located in a desired position.
The casters can also include a swivel feature if desired.

[0041] As shown in FIGS. 7 and 8 a plurality of booths 5 can be nested together when the table
and benches, that are that part of the booth, are in the storage position. The vertical position of
the table and benches adjacent the back panel in the stored position reduces the space required
for the booth. This reduces the footprint for the booth and increases the uses for the booth and
the space where the booth is located. The angular, non-parallel position of the stabilization legs
17 allow the booths to be stored in close proximity when in the storage position. Back panel 21,
base frame 9 or stabilization legs 17, as previously described, can be disposed at an offset
position to further enhance the ability of the booths to be stored in a very compact manner.

[0042] When it is desirable to use a booth 5, a booth can be moved from the storage location by
rolling the booth on the casters 20 on the stabilization legs 17 attached to the base frame 9.
When the booth is in the desired location the table 37 and benches 45 can be moved from the
storage location adjacent the back panel 21 until the table and benches are oriented
substantially perpendicular to the back panel. At the same time, the support leg 65 is advanced
to a position where it is substantially parallel to the back panel 21. In this orientation for the
support leg, the base 67 will engage a support surface which is usually the same support
surface upon which the casters 20 are positioned. The support leg 65 provides support for the
end of the table and benches that are spaced apart from the back panel when the booth is in the
use position. The booths 5 can be arranged in a variety of orientations to provide the desired
seating arrangements for the users of the booths. As shown in FIGS. 9 and 10 the angular
position of the stabilization legs 17 also allow the booths to be positioned in a back-to-back
arrangement where the second surfaces 28 of the back panels 21 are positioned adjacent to
one another in the back-to-back positioning of the booths. The offset between the base frame 9,
the back panel 21, or stabilization legs 17, described previously, allows the booths to have
clearance for the stabilization legs while allowing the back panels to be in alignment.

[0043] As shown in FIGS. 11 and 12 the base frame 87 can be modified to be covered by a
fabric material 89 or other similar material to create a different aesthetic appearance. In this
configuration, two additional cross supports 91 for the bench hinges 41 and hinge support 93 for
the table hinge 31 are added to the base frame to locate the hinges for the table and the
benches that are used to pivotably connect these pieces to the base frame. The hinges for the
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table and benches function in the manner previously described. In this arrangement, the back
panel is not utilized and the base frame functions as the base 7. In another configuration, as
show in in FIG. 25, the base frame 87 can be used to provide the support for the bench and
table hinges and a back panel 281 can be positioned on the base frame. The back panel will
have a notch 283 to accommodate the table hinge that secures the table to the base frame as
show in in FIG. 25.

[0044] As shown in FIGS. 13 and 14 the seatback 81 can be pivotably secured to the back
panel 21 or base frame 9 by a hinge 83. The hinge is designed so that the seatback 81 can be
folded over the second side 40 of the table 37 when the bench 45 is in the stored position. The
seatback 81 and the back panel 21 can be upholstered if desired. FIGS. 15 and 16 show
another feature of the booth of the present invention. In this configuration two back panels 21
are positioned in adjacent relationship. A table 37 and a bench 45 are pivotably secured to the
first surface 27 of each back panel 21. A table hinge 31 and bench hinge 41 are positioned on
the first surface of each back panel to connect the table and bench to the back panel. Seatback
51 can be secured to each of the benches 45 in the manner previously described. The
components of the booth can be disposed in a use position as shown in FIG. 15 and a storage
position as shown in FIG. 16. This configuration provides a double booth arrangement that
extends the ways that the booth can be used while still providing easy move ability and storage
for the double booth arrangement. The other features and components for the double booth
arrangement shown in FIGS. 15 and 16 are as previously described in this application. As
shown in FIGS. 7 and 8 a plurality of booths 5 and double booths can be nested together when
the table and benches that are that part of the booth are in the storage position.

[0045] FIGS. 17 and 18 show another arrangement for a double booth product. A base frame
109 has a base 111 that is designed to engage the surface upon which the double booth is
positioned. A first table support leg 115 and a second table support leg 116 are connected to the
base and extend in a in a direction that is substantially perpendicular to the base. A double table
hinge 117 is mounted on the end of the first and second table support legs that are spaced apart
from the base 111. A table 37 is pivotably connected to each side of the double table hinge 117.
A bench support leg 119 is connected to the base 111 on each side of the table support legs.
The bench support legs extend in a direction that is substantially perpendicular to the base. A
double bench hinge 121 is mounted on the end of each of the bench support legs that are
spaced apart from the base 111. A bench 51 is pivotably connected to each side of the double
bench hinge 121. A stabilization member 125 is disposed to extend from each bench support leg
in a direction that is substantially perpendicular to the bench support legs. The stabilization
member extends from each of the bench support legs 119 in a direction away from the table
support legs. A seatback member 129 is connected to the end of the stabilization member 125
that is spaced apart from the bench support leg 119. The seatback member is disposed to
extend in a direction substantially perpendicular to the stabilization member. A support 133 is
positioned on the end of the seatback member that is spaced apart from the stabilization
member 125. The support 133 is positioned to extend in a direction that is substantially
perpendicular to the seatback member. The support 133 of the seatback member 129 is
disposed to engage the second side 58 of the seatback 51 when the double booth is in the use
position.

[0046] A table 37 is pivotably connected to each side of the double table hinge 117. A bench 45
is pivotably connected to each side of the double bench hinge 121 and a seatback 51 can be
pivotably connected to each of the benches 45 in a manner previously described. A stabilization
leg 17 is connected to each of the stabilization members 125. A caster 20 can be positioned on
each end of the stabilization leg as previously described in this application. The double booth
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shown in FIG. 17 is in the use position and as shown in FIG. 18 is in the storage position. The
other components of the double booth function as previously described in this application.

[0047] FIGS. 19, 20 and 21 show another version of a double booth that is similar to the concept
shown in FIGS. 17 and 18. In this version of the booth, the base frame 129 has a base 131 that
engages the surface upon which the double booth is positioned. A first table support leg 135 is
connected to the base and extends in a direction that is substantially perpendicular to the base.
A generally U-shaped table support member 139 having a support base 141 is positioned on the
end of the table support leg that is spaced apart from the base 131. The support base is
disposed in a substantially perpendicular relationship with the table support leg. A first leg 145
and a second leg 147 extend from the opposite ends of the support base in a direction that is
substantially perpendicular to the support base. A table 37 is pivotably connected to the ends of
the first leg 145 and to the second leg 147 that are spaced apart from support base 141. A
bench support leg 151 is connected to the base 131 on each side of the table support leg 135.
The bench support leg extends in a direction that is substantially perpendicular to the base. A
generally U-shaped bench support member 153, having a support base 155, is positioned on
the end of each bench support leg that is spaced apart from the base 131. The support base
155 is disposed in a substantially perpendicular relationship with the bench support leg. A first
leg 157 and a second leg 159 extend from opposite ends of the support base in a direction that
is substantially perpendicular to the support base. A bench 51 is pivotably connected to the ends
of first leg 157 and the second leg 159 that are spaced apart from the support base 155. A back
panel could be connected to the support base 141 and the support base 155 to provide a divider
between the double booths. In all other respects the booth functions in the manner previously
described.

[0048] FIGS. 1-3 and 24 show features of the hinges that connect the table 37 and the benches
45 to the back panel 21 or the base frame 9. The hinge 31, 41 has a first plate 233 and a
second plate 235 that are positioned and spaced apart relationship. The base of the first and
second plates are secured to a structural member of the base frame 9. A projection 241 extends
from each plate and an aperture 245 extends through each projection. The aperture in the
projection on the first plate 233 is in alignment with the aperture in the projection on the second
plate 235. A rod 247 is positioned to extend between the two apertures 245 that are located in
the first and second plates. A pivot member 255 is mounted on the ends of the rod 247 that
extend from the first and second plates 233, 235. An opening 257 is provided in the pivot
members 255 to receive the ends of the rod. A hole 259 is positioned in each pivot member. The
pivot members 255 are disposed to engage a support bracket 261 positioned on the bottom of
the table 37 and the benches 45. A plurality of openings 265 are provided in the support bracket
and the plurality of openings are designed to align with the hole 259 in the pivot members 255. A
suitable securing means such as a bolt and nut can be positioned in the hole 259 and one of the
plurality of openings 265 to secure the table and benches to the pivot members 255 of the hinge
231. A recess 271 is positioned in the first and second plates adjacent to the projection 241. The
recess is disposed to allow the end of the table and benches that are adjacent to the back panel
21 to move into the recess when the table and benches are positioned in the storage position
adjacent the back panel.

[0049] As shown in FIG. 25, an opening 283 can be provided in the back panel 281 to provide
space for the hinge 231. The hinge 231 secures the table 37 to the base frame 9.

[0050] The first end 273 of a hydraulic or pneumatic cylinder 275 can be connected to the first
plate 233, the second plate 235 or to both the first and second plates. The second end 277 of
the cylinder is connected to a support bracket 261 positioned on the bottom of the table 37 and
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or benches 45. The cylinder is disposed to provide a biasing force that assist in moving the table
37 and benches 45 from an in-use position to a storage position where the table and benches
are adjacent the back panel 21. The hydraulic or pneumatic cylinder can also provide resistance
that slows the movement of the table and benches from the storage position adjacent the back
panel 21 to the in-use position where the table and benches are disposed substantially
perpendicular to the back panel. The number of hydraulic or pneumatic cylinders that are
utilized is dependent upon the size of the cylinders and the weight of the table and benches. It
should be noted that a coil spring or torsion spring could be used to provide the biasing force
and resistance in place of the hydraulic or pneumatic cylinder. The coil or torsion springs would
be stretched when the table and benches were moved from the storage position to the in-use
position. The energy stored in the coil or torsion springs would be available to provide a biasing
force to assist in moving the table and benches to the storage position adjacent the back panel
21.

[0051] FIGS. 26 and 27 shown an additional feature of the invention. The back panel 305 of the
booth can have a lower section 307 and an upper section 309. The upper section is hingeably
connected to the lower section by a suitable hinge as previously described in this application.
The upper section can be positioned so that it is in the same plane as the lower section, and this
extends the height of the back panel to provide privacy or separation from other activities. The
upper section 309 can also be positioned substantially perpendicular to the lower section 3407
to allow the upper section to function as an additional table. A securing device can be used to
hold the upper section in this position, horizontal to the lower section. The upper section can
also be pivoted to be adjacent the lower section, as shown in FIG. 29, when it is not desired to
utilize the upper section. As shown in FIGS. 28 and 29, the upper section 309 can be hingeably
secured to the lower section 307 at a position that is below the upper edge 311 of the lower
section 307. This allows the upper section to be positioned at different heights when in the table
position. The other features and components of the booths shown in FIGS. 26-29 are the same
as previously described in this application.

[0052] The above detailed description of the invention is given for explanatory purposes. It will
be apparent to those skilled in the art that numerous changes and modification can be made
without departing from the scope of the invention. Accordingly, the foregoing description is to be
construed in an illustrative, and not limited, sense, the scope of the invention being defined
solely by the following claims.

Claims

1. A booth comprising: a base, the base having a first surface and a second surface; a table
having a first end, pivotally connected to the first surface of the base, the table movable from a
stored position adjacent the base, to an in-use position; at least one bench having a first end
pivotably connected to the first surface of the base, the at least one bench movable from a
stored position adjacent the base to an in-use position; a support leg pivotably connected to a
second end of the table and a second end of the at least one bench, the support leg disposed to
extend in a direction perpendicular to the table and at least one bench engage a support surface
when the table and at least one bench are in the in-use position.

2. The booth of claim 1 wherein the base is a base frame having a top member, a bottom
member and two side members, the two side members being connected to the top and bottom
members.

3. The booth of claim 1 wherein the base is a back panel.
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4. The booth of claim 3 wherein the back panel is positioned on the base frame.

5. The booth of claim 4 wherein the back panel is secured to the top, bottom and side members
of the base frame.

6. The booth of claim 1 wherein at least one stabilization leg is connected to each side of the
base, the at least one stabilization leg connected to the base at a position adjacent the bottom
of the base.

7. The booth of claim 1 wherein the support leg is disposed to be adjacent the table and the at
least one bench when the table and at least one bench are in the stored position.

8. The booth of claim 1 wherein a seat back is pivotably connected to a first edge of the at least
one bench, the first edge being spaced apart from the table, the seat back disposed to be
moveable from a storage position where a second edge of the seat back is adjacent the bench
to an in-use position where the second edge of the seat back is spaced apart from the bench.

9. The booth of claim 8 wherein a portion of the support leg extends beyond the at least one
seat, the position of the support leg disposed to engage the seat back to hold the seat back in
the in-use position.

10. The booth of claim 9 wherein a flange is positioned on the base, the flange disposed to
engage the seat back to hold the seat back in the in-use position.

11. The booth of claim 1 wherein the stabilization leg positioned on each side of the base has a
first portion that extends in a direction towards the at least one bench and a second portion that
extends in a direction away from the at least one bench.

12. The booth of claim 11 wherein the first portion has a length that is from about 30% to about
90% of the length of the at least one bench and the second portion has a length from about 20%
to about 60% of the length of the at least one bench.

13. The booth of claim 12 wherein the first portion is positioned at an angle from about 55° to
about 90° with a plane defined by the base.

14. The booth of claim 13 wherein the second portion is positioned at an angle from about 55° to
about 90° with a plane defined by the base.

15. The booth of claim 14 wherein the first portion and the second portion extend in opposite
angular directions from the base.

16. The booth of claim 15 wherein the first and second portions have an end that is spaced
apart from the base, a caster being positioned on the end of the first portion and the end of the
second portion.

17. The booth of claim 4 wherein the back panel is positioned in a non-centered location with
respect to the base frame.

18. The booth of claim 17 wherein the back panel has a width that is oriented parallel to the top
members of the base frame, the back panel having a center line that is disposed perpendicular
to the top member, the center line of the back panel being displaced from a midpoint of the top
member from about 0.75 inches to about 5 inches.
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19. The booth of claim 1 wherein a second table and at least one second bench are pivotably
connected to the second surface of the base.

20. The booth of claim 19 wherein a support leg is pivotally connected to a second end of the
second table and a second end of the bench.

21. The booth of claim 1 wherein the table and at least one bench are pivotably connected to
the base with a hinge, the table and at least one bench being movably connected to the hinge to
alter the position of the table and at least one bench with respect to the base.

22. The booth of claim 21 wherein the hinge has a recess that accommodates the position of the
table and at least one bench with respect to the base.

23. The booth of claim 1 wherein a biasing means is operatively connected to the base and the
table or the at least one bench, the biasing means providing a force to assist in moving the table
and at least one bench to the stored position.

24. The booth of claim 11 wherein the stabilization legs on the base are positioned in different
distances from a centerline of the base.

25. The booth of claim 1 wherein the at least one bench is releasably secured to the support leg
whereby the at least one bench can be positioned in the stored position independently of the
table.

26. The booth of claim 4 wherein the back panel has an upper section and a lower section, the
upper section being hingeably connected to the lower section.

27. The booth of claim 1 wherein the upper section can be positioned in the plane of the lower
section and can be positioned in the plane of the lower section and functions to increase the
height of the back panel.

28. The booth of claim 26 wherein the upper section can be positioned to extend from a side of
the lower panel in a direction away from the table, the upper section being disposed
substantially perpendicular to the lower section.

29. The booth of claim 26 wherein the upper section can be positioned adjacent a side of the
lower section that is spaced apart from the table in a storage position.

30. A booth comprising: a base frame, having a base, at least one table support and at least one
bench support leg extending from the base; a double table hinge operatively connected to an
end of the table support leg that is spaced apart from the base; at least one double bench hinge
operatively connected to an end of the bench support leg that is spaced apart from the base; a
first and second table pivotably connected to the double table hinge, the first and second tables
moveable from a use position where the first and second tables are disposed in a perpendicular
orientation to the base frame and a storage position where the first and second tables are
disposed in adjacent relationship and parallel to the base frame; and a first and second bench
pivotably connected to the double bench hinge, the first and second bench moveable from a use
position where the first and second benches are disposed in a perpendicular orientation to the
base frame and a storage position where the first and second benches are disposed in adjacent
relationship and parallel to the base frame.


